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It was Creative Maths week last week and all classes got
involved in some fantastic and creative maths activities. We
celebrated their learning in assembly on Friday including
learning about number operations, quick recall of maths facts,
measurement, as well as Year 6 inventing their own number
systems and teaching us all about the origins of number! Well
done to all the staff and pupils and especially Miss Sexton who
leads maths across the school – it was a great week!
Mrs C Chalkley
Headteacher
Children due to start school in September 2019
Please note that the closing date for Year R applications for
September 2019 is 15th January by 5pm. Please go to
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/schoolplaces/primary-school-places#tab-2
Walk in Wednesdays
Walk in Wednesdays up until Easter will be on 6th February and 3rd
April. There will be no Walk in Wednesday in March as Parent’s
Evening will be taking place at that same time so there will be an
opportunity to see work then instead.
PTA Facebook Page
Please can I remind parents that the PTA Facebook page is run by
the PTA for PTA business only. If parents would like to raise any
questions or queries about the school then they should address
those with the class teacher or with Mrs Chalkley or Miss Hanson
directly.
Breakfast Club and Early Drop off
We are starting to see quite high numbers of children coming into
Breakfast Club and Early Drop off on some days, which is great.
However, please could I ask that you book in advance so that we
are aware of numbers and can monitor health and safety for the
children accordingly. If numbers continue to rise we may need to
consider whether we need to impose a maximum number of
children who can attend.

Upcoming Events
15th Jan
17th Jan
6th Feb
14th Feb
15th Feb
25th Feb
4th Mar
5th Mar
7th Mar
11th Mar
15th Mar
22nd Mar
29th Mar
3rd April
5th April
5th April
23rd April

Closing date for Year R
Applications 2019
PTA Meeting 7pm
The Farriers
Walk in Wednesday
End of Term 3
Staff Training Day
Start of Term 4
Parents Evening 3:306:00
Parents Evening 5:007:30
World Book Day
Science Week
Non-Uniform Day for
Easter Egg Bingo
Easter Egg Bingo KS1
Easter Egg Bingo KS2
Walk in Wednesday
Easter Service 9:30am
End of Term 4
Start of Term 5

Reading Award
Well done to Churchill Class (Year
6) who have won the reading
award this week with a total of
85% of children in the class
reading three times or more
during the week. This was closely
followed by Attenborough class
(Year 1) with 78%, and Hawking
class (Year 5) with 75%.

Class Assemblies for Terms 3 and 4
These assemblies will be performed at 9:05am in the school hall. Dates are as follows:
7Th February : Nightingale class (Year 2)
14th February : Donaldson class (Year R)
28th February : Attenborough class (Year 1)
14th March : Ahlberg class (Year 4)
st
21 March : Hawking class (Year 5)
28th March: Kinney class (Year 3)
th
4 April : Churchill class (Year 6)
PTA News:
Last Friday Donaldson Class were give their new House colour PE T-shirts in time for their first PE
Lesson. These T shirts were donated to them all by the PTA, as a 'welcome to School' gift. We think
they look fabulous!!

On the subject of uniform, we have an additional School Uniform supplier - this company is local
and will deliver items to school periodically. We are currently sourcing and colour matching
various items of uniform to increase the supply of different items. At the moment cardigans,
jumpers and PE t shirts are available; we are hoping to have polo shirts & fleeces very shortly.
https://kentschooluniform.com/
The next PTA meeting is this Thursday, 17th January, 7pm in The Farriers Arms pub - please do come
along, everyone is welcome!

Severe Snow/Ice Plan for Parents and Families
Every winter brings the possibility of snow and ice. Extreme bad weather can cause widespread and
prolonged disruption. Schools are often affected and it can be difficult to maintain an education
service.
As a fundamental principle every effort must be made to keep schools open, even if only limited
numbers of pupils can attend. However, schools may close due to ‘unavoidable’ circumstances.
Those circumstances being that it is no longer safe for staff or pupils to be onsite.
We recognise that it is important our school remains open so parents are able to work and pupils can
continue to learn. Mersham Primary School will make every effort to prepare for severe snow/ice
this winter by e.g. gritting pathways, clearing access points etc.

How will we let you know if the school is closed?
If we do experience severe snow/ice resulting in hazardous conditions, Mrs Chalkley may have to take
the decision to close the school. Once this decision has been made we will notify parents via the
Kent Closures website. To determine whether Mersham Primary School is open or closed please visit
www.kentclosures.co.uk. Search for the school in the search box. The Kent Closures website may
also be used to find out if other services in Kent are open or closed, such as nurseries, children’s
centres and libraries. We also recommend parents sign up for Email alerts on the Kent Closures
website. This service will send an email alert to let parents know if Mersham Primary School is closed.
Local radio will sometimes provide information of school closures.

What can you do to help?
•
•
•
•
•

Please visit www.kent.gov.uk/winter for more information about gritting routes and travel issues
around Kent so you can plan your journey.
Please approach the school from the front entrance as usual.
Check with the school to see whether you need to provide a packed lunch from home in case
school meals cannot be provided.
Don’t forget suitable warm clothing – gloves, hats, scarves, wellies etc. or even a change of
clothing.
If you are a working parent or feel you may have a problem with a sudden earlier pick up, please
could you put a back‐up plan in place with another family member or parent and inform the
school. This will allow staff to leave earlier for their safety if weather dictates.
Many thanks for your support in helping Mersham Primary School remain open during periods of severe
snow/ice.

