
 

 

 
Year 5 Geography Progression of Knowledge & Skills  

 
 

National Curriculum Year 5 Progression of Knowledge and Skills 
Ge2/1.1    Locational Knowledge 
Ge2/1.1a    locate the world’s countries, using maps 
to focus on Europe (including the location of 
Russia) and North and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental regions, key 
physical and human characteristics, countries, and 
major cities  
Ge2/1.1b    name and locate counties and cities of 
the United Kingdom, geographical regions and 
their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features 
(including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and 
land-use patterns; and understand how some of 
these aspects have changed over time 
Ge2/1.1c    identify the position and significance of 
latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones 
(including day and night) 
 

●​ I can understand the role of topography 
●​ I know what settlements are and their origin. 
●​ I know that land formation differs around the UK 
●​ I can understand that land formation can be 

different in different locations  
●​ I can understand the rocks tell a story about an 

area’s past 
 

 
 

Vocabulary: 

topography, settlements, land formation 
 
 

Ge2/1.2    Place Knowledge​
Ge2/1.2a    understand geographical similarities 
and differences through the study of human and 
physical geography  
Mersham: a region of the United Kingdom 

●​ I can use local settlements to understand design, 
purpose and limitations of design. 

Vocabulary:  

design, council, planning 

Ge2/1.3    Human and Physical Geography  
Ge2/1.3a    describe and understand key aspects of 
physical geography, including: volcanoes 
Ge2/1.3b    describe and understand key aspects of 
human geography, including: types of settlement 
and land use; local human and physical geography 
study 

 
●​ I can understand that land is used differently 
●​ I can identify and explain the different views 

and opinions within a location 
●​ I know that erosion can lead to coastal defence, 

cost and risk of life 
●​ I know that people use rivers and coasts for 

different reasons.  
 
Vocabulary: 

upper course: Source, cave, waterfall, hill, middle 
course: marsh, floodplain, meander, oxbow lake 
lower course: delta, floodplain, estuary, mouth 
conglomerate, breccia 
 
river mouth, beach, wave, erode, erosion, cave, stump, 
stack, cliff 

settlement, (hamlet, village, town, city, megacity), run 
off, landfill, leachate, bio-diversity, noise pollution, 
light pollution, castles, motte and bailey, stone keep, 
curtain wall, concentric castle 



 

Ge2/1.4    Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 
Ge2/1.4a    use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate countries and 
describe features studied 
Ge2/1.4b    use the 8 points of a compass, 4 and 
6-figure grid references, symbols and key (including 
the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their 
knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider 
world 
Ge2/1.4c    use fieldwork to observe, measure, 
record and present the human and physical 
features in the local area using a range of 
methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, 
and digital technologies. 

●​ I can use 4 and 6 figure grid references  
●​ I can plot graphs relating to topography and 

climate 
●​ I can use maps and historical maps to learn more 

about an are 
●​ I can create a land use survey 
●​ I can create a cross section map 
 
Vocabulary:  
topography, temperature, climate , contours, 
historical map, climate, temperature, line graph, 
atmosphere, climate, 6 figure grid 
 

 

Assessment End Points Year 5 

Knowledge Skills 

●​ I can understand that land is used differently 
●​ I understand the impact that the water cycle 

has within physical and human geography. 
●​ I know that erosion affects the landscape of a 

place over time.  

●​ I can explore and analyse land use within my 
local area. 

●​ I can use fieldwork to understand more about 
an area (rivers and coasts). 

●​ I can examine the human and physical 
geography of North America. 

 

 

 

 


