
 

 

 
Year 6 Geography Progression of Knowledge & Skills  

 
 

National Curriculum Year 6 Progression of Knowledge and Skills 
Ge2/1.1    Locational Knowledge 
Ge2/1.1a    locate the world’s countries, 
using maps to focus on Europe (including 
the location of Russia) and North and 
South America, concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key physical and 
human characteristics, countries, and major 
cities  
 
Ge2/1.1c    identify the position and 
significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones 
(including day and night) 
 

●​ I can identify the location of countries in Europe.  
●​ I can use a map to identify capital cities.  

Vocabulary: 

[Europe country names]  

Ge2/1.3    Human and Physical 
Geography  
Ge2/1.3a    describe and understand key 
aspects of physical geography, including: 
volcanoes 
Ge2/1.3b    describe and understand key 
aspects of human geography, including: 
types of settlement and land use; local 
human and physical geography study 
 

●​ I can name the layers of the Earth’s structure.  
●​ I understand the Earth’s crust is ‘broken’ into large 

sections called tectonic plates. 
●​ I know that tectonic plates meet at plate boundaries.  
●​ I understand that overtime tectonic movement has 

caused the land mass to separate and move into the 
continents we recognise today. 

●​ I can name and describe the movement of different 
types of plate boundaries. (convergent; divergent; 
conservative; collision.) 

●​ I can explain how earthquakes and tsunamis are formed.  
●​ I can use precise geographical terminology in my 

detailed explanations. 
●​ I can conduct my own research and analysis of an 

earthquake case study.   
●​ I can assess the impact of natural hazards on their local 

environment and draw my own conclusions. 
 

●​ I understand what climate change is and its causes.  
●​ I can identify how a warmer climate could affect our 

planet.  
●​ I know what sustainable development is.  
●​ I can identify world climate zones and their 

characteristics. 
●​ I can investigate ways to live more sustainably to 

positively impact the environment. 
 

Vocabulary: 

plate boundary, tectonic plate, earthquake, epicentre, fault, 
convection current, magnitude, Richer Scale, tsunami, lava, 
volcano 

plate boundaries: constructive/divergent, 
destructive/convergent, conservative/transform 

global warming, climate change, The Greenhouse effect, 
pollution, fossil fuels, atmosphere, weather, climate zone, 



 

environment, habitat, sustainable development, biodiversity, 
recycle, renewable energy, reduce 

Ge2/1.4    Geographical Skills and 
Fieldwork 
Ge2/1.4a    use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied 
Ge2/1.4b    use the 8 points of a compass, 4 
and 6-figure grid references, symbols and 
key (including the use of Ordnance Survey 
maps) to build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the wider world 
Ge2/1.4c    use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present the human 
and physical features in the local area 
using a range of methods, including sketch 
maps, plans and graphs, and digital 
technologies. 

●​ I can draw a map using a scale.  
●​ I can use six figure grid references and use the key to 

understand the landscape.  
●​ I can evaluate how to improve our local environment. 
●​ I can analyse evidence and draw my own conclusions 

about different locations. 
●​ I can examine the impact of the war on our local 

environment – human and natural. 
 

Vocabulary: 

Ordnance Survey, grid reference, fieldwork, sketch map, 
plan, graph 

 

Assessment End Points Year 6 

Knowledge Skills 

●​ I know how earthquakes and tsunamis occur. 
●​ I know the causes of global warming, the impact 

it has on the environment and ways to live more 
sustainably. 

●​ I know the location of countries in Europe and 
their capital cities.  

●​ I can use six figure grid references and a key 
to understand landscapes. 

●​ I can conduct a case study to examine the 
impact of natural hazards on an environment. 

●​ I can use precise geographical terminology to 
explain different types of tectonic plate 
boundaries (convergent, divergent, 
conservative and collision). 

 

 
 


