Term 3 - 6th February 2026

Mersham Primary School

Church Road, Mersham, Ashford, Kent TN25 6NU
www.mersham.kent.sch.uk 01233 720449

A big thank you to our wonderful PTFA for organising a fantastic
disco this evening - the children have all had an amazing time and
thoroughly enjoyed the glow sticks and other light-up items, never
mind the food! Thank you also to the staff who gave up their time to
support at the disco - the children really appreciate those familiar
faces in the hall!

Upcoming Events

10t Feb Safer Internet Day

13t Feb End of Term 3

13-26 Feb  Book Fairin the
hall

27" Feb Interim reports out

5" March  World Book Day

31st March Easter Service at
the Church

Cheryl Chalkley
Headteacher

Celebrating Reading - Book Fair and World Book Day

As we lead up to 'World Book Day' on the 5th March we are
preparing for the arrival of our book fairl Don't forget to come along
and grab some great new reads, see our flyer attached. We really
appreciate all of your support and purchases which raise additional
funds for the school to purchase new texts. Mrs Sly will be launching a brand new competition for alll
children where they can earn certificates and prizes for their reading, look out for this in your child's
reading record.

Our annual fancy dress parade will take place on Thursday 5th March where we invite pupils to
come to school dressed as their favourite book character. Parents are welcomed to join us in the
playground from 8:35 where the parade will take place.

Online Safety for Children

There is much in the news at the moment about the impact of the online world on children and
young people with huge debates running currently about banning mobile phones in schools as well
as banning under 16’s from social media. There is some useful information from the Children’s
Commissioner in the link below that you may find helpful.

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/resource/what-i-wish-my-parents-or-carers-knew-a-guide-
for-parents-and-carers-on-managing-childrens-digital-lives/

Pancakes at Breakfast Club on Friday 13t February

To celebrate the last day of tferm (and also because Shrove Tuesday falls in the half term break),
Jade will be making pancakes for all children who are booked into Breakfast Club on Friday 13
February. If your child has not tried breakfast club before and they would like to give it a go, please
feel free to book a one-off session through Arbor.


http://www.mersham.kent.sch.uk/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/resource/what-i-wish-my-parents-or-carers-knew-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers-on-managing-childrens-digital-lives/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/resource/what-i-wish-my-parents-or-carers-knew-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers-on-managing-childrens-digital-lives/

Supermarket Vouchers for the Half Term Break

For all those pupils who are eligible for Free School Meals, (this does not include pupils in Reception
and Key Stage 1 who are all eligible for Universal Free School Meals) food vouchers to the value of
£10 will be sent by email on the last day of term to cover the half term break.

For future reference however, please note that The Household Support Fund which is responsible for
the supermarket vouchers for school holidays will cease to exist from March 2026. It will be replaced
by a new initiative, the Crisis Resilience Fund, aimed at providing targeted assistance for those most
in need. The new scheme does not allow for blanket provision of vouchers based solely on eligibility
for free school meals and therefore it is likely that some families who are currently eligible, will not be
eligible after that date.

Miss Maher's Quiz - 13th March.

Following the success of the last quiz, Miss Maher is organising another one at the school on Friday
13th March to raise money for the charity Sands which has a particular significance at the school,
following recent events. Please find attached a flyer with further details. It would be great to see as
many teams as possible!

Term Dates 2026-2027

Term 1

Tuesday 1st September — Friday 23rd October

Staff Development Days — Tuesday 1st September and Friday 23rd October
Term 2

Monday 2nd November - Friday 18th December

Term 3

Monday 4th January — Friday 12th February

Term 4

Monday 22nd February — Thursday 25th March

Term 5

Monday 12th April — Friday 28th May

Bank Holiday — Monday 3rd May

Term 6

Monday 7th June - Wednesday 21st July

Staff Development Days — Monday 19th July, Tuesday 20th July and Wednesday 21st July

Class Assemblies - Terms 3 and 4
Class assemblies will be performed at 2:00am in the school hall.
Dates are as follows:

12t February Duckling Class
12th March Toucan Class
19t March Kingfisher Class
26t March Parrot Class

2nd April Falcon Class



Holiday Club — New Wells Church (see attached flyer)

New Wells church as running a Free Half term holiday club this February, there will be a bouncy
castle, soft play bus, games, crafts, sports and much more. If your child is in Primary school, they are
invited! You can sign up here using this link: hitps://forms.gle/GNavK2mRyw?2zB7dné

Kent Fostering - see flyer altached
Kent Fostering and Supported Homes are looking for new carers and hosts to join our outstanding
fostering community and help care for some of Kent's most vulnerable children and young people.

As part of our team, carers and hosts receive excellent support, high-quality fraining, and the
opportunity to make a lasting, positive difference in a child’s life.

To learn more, visit our website https://www.kentfostering.co.uk/

It's never too late to give a child a second chance to shine and become the person they're meant
to be.

To speak to one of our advisors please call us on 03000 420 002 or fill in our online enquiry form here.
PTFA News

Amazon Wishlists

A HUGE THANK YOU to everyone who has purchased items from the Class Amazon Wishlists. This is a
fantastic way to directly support your child's class with resources! The wishlists remain open for all
classes, with just a few items left to get. QR codes for each class can be found on the attached
poster.

Do You have any Unwanted Gifts?

We are having a Gift Amnesty to prepare for our next Elfridges! If you were lucky enough to have
been gifted more presents than you need, please consider donating them to the PTFA. We rely
heavily on donations to stock our shop with a variety of lovely gifts. Any unwanted gifts are
gratefully received and can be dropped into the school office anytime in January. Thank you!

Winter Weather Guidance from Kent County Council

Severe Snow/Ice Plan for Parents and Families

Every winter brings the possibility of snow and ice. Exireme bad weather can cause widespread and
prolonged disruption. Schools are often affected, and it can be challenging to maintain an
education service.

As a fundamental principle, every effort must be made to keep schools open, even if only limited
numbers of pupils can attend. However, schools may close due to ‘unavoidable’ circumstances.
Given those circumstances, it is no longer safe for staff or pupils to be on-site.


https://forms.gle/GNqvK2mRyw2zBZdn6
https://www.kentfostering.co.uk/
https://contact.lafosteringse.org.uk/lareferral/kent

We recognise that it is important for our school to remain open, so parents can continue to work and
pupils can continue to learn. Mersham Primary School will make every effort to prepare for severe
snow/ice this winter by gritting pathways, clearing access points, etc

How will we let you know if the school is closed?

If we do experience severe snow/ice resulting in hazardous conditions, Mrs Chalkley may have to
make the decision to close the school. Once this decision has been made, we will notify parents via
the Kent Closures website, which can be accessed here: hitps://www.kentclosures.co.uk

To receive dlerts, it is necessary for parents to register and sign up for email and/or Android
smartphone notifications on the Kent Closures website. This service will send an email alert to let
parents know if Mersham Primary School is closed. It is free to use.

Local radio will sometimes provide information on school closures.

What can you do to help?

Please visit www.kent.gov.uk/winter for more information about gritting routes and travel issues
around Kent so you can plan your journey.

Please approach the school with caution — it can be really icy on the road in front of the school and
through the village/country lanes.

Check with the school to see whether you need to provide a packed lunch from home in case
school meals cannot be provided.

Don’'t forget suitable warm clothing — gloves, hats, scarves, wellies, etc. or even a change of clothing.
If you are a working parent or feel you may have a problem with a sudden earlier pick up, please
could you put a back-up plan in place with another family member or parent and inform the school.
This will allow staff to leave earlier for their safety if the weather dictates.

Many thanks for your support in helping Mersham Primary School remain open during periods of
severe snow/ice.


https://www.kentclosures.co.uk/
http://www.kent.gov.uk/winter

